




































































Point Brewery, Sunset Park Winery and the 
O’so Brewing Company.

“�e Point Brewery was built a year before 
we were a city,” said Wiza. “It’s said, ‘If you 
brew it, they will come,’ and Stevens Point 
Brewery will have its 160th anniversary this 
year (2018).”

Stevens Point, for trivia fans, was named 
after George Stevens who operated a grocery 
and supply business on the Wisconsin River 
during the extensive logging of interior Wis-
consin circa 1850-1929. �e river was used by 
logging companies to �oat logs to market.

According to Deaken Boggs, a senior at UW 
majoring in natural resources with a minor in 
soil and sustainable energies, what he likes 
best about Stevens Point is that it has a wealth 
of progressive and environmentally focused 
events to keep the city moving forward.

“I also enjoy the biking activities and the 
college hockey games and especially the 
hockey-centric nature of the community,” 
said Boggs.

David Colthurst, a UW grad and Wausau 
resident, works in Stevens Point each day and 
favors the city’s popular Riverfront Rendez-
vous, which is a grand three-day Fourth of 
July celebration.

“I always spend one full day here during 
that time,” said Colthurst. “Also, the annual 
trivia contest always brings me back here as 
well as old friends from my college days.”

A sister city to Gulcz, Poland, and Rostov 
Veliky, Russia, Stevens Point is also a partner 
city to Esteli, Nicaragua.

Arts and culture abound in the Perform-
ing Arts Center; Scarabocchio; Q Gallery; 
Sculpture Park; Noel Fine Arts Center; and 
CREATE Portage County. �en during the 
summer, the community is treated to family 
movies in the park.

How many cities under 30,000 people 
have their very own orchestra? Stevens 
Point not only has the Central Wisconsin 
Symphony Orchestra, but a city band and 
other live music events like the Levitt AMP 
series and all those events hosted by local 
businesses’ venues.

�e town has plenty of winter attractions to 
draw college students as well as other visitors.

“We have four to �ve outdoor ice skating 
rinks in our parks each year, cross-country 
trails, snowshoeing, snowmobiling and ice 
�shing,” said Wiza. “We’re close to Standing 
Rocks ski hill and Rib Mountain for downhill 
skiing. And our very own Snow Art Zone is 
done by my friend Jef Schobert, who has new 
creations almost weekly.”

Schobert, a disabled veteran and formerly 
an Army computer programmer, has been 
carving snow shapes since the late ’70s and 
has a Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
snowartclark/, where he shares photos of 
his work.

“I’ve been doing this for at least 35 years,” 
said Schobert, “and I �nd that when other 
people watch me, it makes them happy and 

motivates me to make even more sculptures. 
I have a contract with a guy who delivers 
snow to my yard from the sky, and I do the 
best I can with what I’ve got.

“I use food coloring and spray the color 
on the sculpture, but I don’t like to use 
(too much of ) the color on my sculptures 
though because it puts too much water into 
the snow, which makes it harder to recycle 
for the next sculpture. �ere seems to be a 
zen quality to snow carving, challenging and 
changing at every turn. I �nd it fun.”

Schobert uses a mason trowel, a screw-
driver and a machete; he also wears leather 
army surplus mittens, which get wet and 
help smooth the surface.

LEFT: Kids play in the fountain at Stevens 
Point’s farmer’s market. (Photo provided 
by KT Elements)

Pictured is the 
“Smile” sculpture  
by Jef Schobert. 
(Photo provided)
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into the city and double the length of the 
Maple City Trail. Smith said the rural com-
munity is also looking to create some natural 
exit points that will encourage trail users to 
stop in town for lunch and support local busi-
nesses at the same time.

“Even though we are a small community, 
we have an international airport, and since 
the trail will be located directly across from it, 
we hope passengers coming in to catch their 
�ight(s) or stopping through on a layover will 
take advantage of the trail as well,” she said.

Smith said studies show that rail trails not 
only encourage economic growth for busi-
nesses, but also cause property values to rise 
and make a municipality more attractive to 
residents and businesses while boosting visi-
tor tra�c on an annual basis.

“We live in a winter climate, so we de�nitely 
get a lot of snow and ice, but the existing trail 
is maintained all yearlong, and we think that 
will give the extended trail additional advan-
tage and encourage usability throughout the 
year,” Smith said. “We’re only at the begin-
ning at this point, but we are excited about 
the possibilities.”

A well-oiled machine
�e Enola Low Grade Trail in Pennsylvania 
is a more established trail that began in 2008 
when the townships adjacent to the Enola 
Low Grade in Lancaster County came to an 
agreement with the leading rail lines and other 
entities to assume ownership of the path to 
create a then 8.27-mile, mixed-use rail trail.

According to Providence Township Man-
ager Vicki Eldridge, when it was �rst proposed, 
the trail got a tepid reception; however, after a 
change in community leadership, there was 
more enthusiasm for the project. �e town-
ships worked together to apply for some 
grants and sketched designs for it, and over 
time, the state showed enthusiasm for the 
trail as well. Today, the Enola Low Grade Trail 

is a 27.6-mile converted rail line that extends 
through both Lancaster and Chester counties.

“At this point our goal is to make the trail 
a tourist destination,” Eldridge said. “People 
can take a train to Philadelphia then go to 
the eastern most portion of the trail (just o� 
of Valley Avenue) and ride to and along the 
Susquehanna River to the Turkey Hill Over-
look in Conestoga.”

LEFT: Many cities and towns are turn-
ing abandoned rail lines into community 
assets in the form of rail trails. Pictured is 
the Springtown Bridge, which crosses over 
the Wallkill River near New Platz, N.Y. It is a 
part of the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail. (Shut-
terstock.com)

TOP RIGHT: The townships that oversee 
the Enola Low Grade Trail are always look-
ing for ways to improve and enhance trail 
usage while also �nding ways to encour-
age trail-goers to explore local towns and 
businesses. (Photo provided)

Ogdensburg, N.Y., received $1.6 million in order to convert an old trestle bridge and tie it 
into the existing trail. (Photo provided)
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