


























Halloween Capital 
of the World
Anoka, Minn.

On Nov. 1, 1919, residents of Anoka, Minn., woke up to a scene of 
serial depredation. They saw wagons spirited onto roo�ops, cap-
sized outhouses and cows wandering along Main Street. House 
windows were soaped. Several cows were locked in the town’s jail, 
and one was sleeping in the sheri ’s oce. A bull was locked in 
a classroom.

�e young men of Anoka had once again 
spent Halloween night wreaking mischief.

�e town had had enough. Civic leaders 
met to discuss solutions to the perennial 
scourge of increasingly malignant prank-
sterism. One town father, George Green, 
suggested diverting the attention of the 
mischievous youth by holding a weeklong 
community-wide celebration to usher in the 
next Halloween.

The local Kiwanis Club and the Anoka 
Commercial Club spearheaded the 
preparations with the cooperation of 
businessmen, teachers and parents. In the 
weeks leading up to the big event, more 
than 1,000 school children created cos-
tumes and assisted in planning.

�e plan was a rousing success. According 
to one contemporary newspaper account:

“On that Halloween evening, October 31, 
1920, local bands and drum corps, neighbor-
ing musical units, the Anoka Fire Department, 
Anoka Police Department, the Kiwanis Club, 
Commercial Club, Anoka National Guard, 
the Boy Scouts, and the school district all 
joined hands to make the evening a success.”

by RAY BALOGH | �e Municipal

BELOW: Anoka, Minn.’s 2015 parade had 
212 floats and 15 marching bands from all 
over the Midwest, drawing in crowds to 
watch. (Photo provided)

LEFT: A local house in Anoka gets in 
the Halloween spirit. Anoka’s Hallow-
een legacy dates back to 1920 when it 
launched a weeklong community-wide 
celebration to lessen pranks.  
(Photo provided)
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and shop the always-fresh produce and other items from local 
growers and vendors.

�en ice skate in winter — the park rents �gure and hockey skates 
for kids and adults — or hop on one of the park’s Norwegian ice sleds 
for a thrill. �en, for a break from the biting wind, pop inside the 
pavilion and enjoy one of its three �replaces while sipping a cuppa 
hot chocolate from the concession stand. Enjoy the theatre, enter-
tainment and events year-round.

�ere is also the Edina Promenade, an 80-foot-wide greenway 
extension of Centennial Lakes Park that leads to retail, residential 
and recreational amenities.

“Edina residents enjoy a high quality of life,” said Jennifer Benne-
rotte, Communications and Technology Services director of Edina, 
adding that the close proximity to downtown Minneapolis, Minne-
apolis-St. Paul International Airport and major highways is a major 
plus, too.

“Some of the things we are known for include the Minnesota 
Streetcar Museum, and the Braemar Golf Course, Braemar Arena, 
Edinborough Park, Centennial Lakes Park and the Edina Aquatic 
Center, the latter �ve of which are all premier recreation facilities. 
Also, we are known for our hockey legacy, with Braemar Arena being 
the hub of hockey activity in the community.”

Bennerotte added, “Our school district is renowned — Quality 
of Life surveys, typically completed in odd-numbered years, show 
that Edina Public Schools is the No. 1 reason people choose to live 
in Edina.”

�e city’s planned development is another plus.
“Edina has one of the country’s �rst planned neighborhoods: the 

historic Country Club District around the Edina Country Club,” 
Bennerotte said. “Edina was also the �rst city in Minnesota to have 
a comprehensive plan and has been a leader in mixed-use develop-
ment. Some mixed-use developments include Centennial Lakes 
and Edinborough.

“Sophisticated retail — Edina is home to the �rst fully enclosed, 
climate-controlled shopping mall in the United States, in Southdale 
Center. It is also home to a thriving downtown at 50th and France, 
and an upscale mall, Galleria. �ere are also several neighborhood 
retail areas. Medical and professional service industries are also 

Centennial Lakes Park is a popular Edina destination in the sum-
mertime, with its paddleboat rentals, �shing, remote-control 
sailboat races, maze and more. (Provided by city of Edina)
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and cool a facility more e�ciently, but it can also protect against �ying 
debris in a storm and even protect against vandalism and theft. Alarm 
systems, counter heights and visual aids such as security mirrors and 
closed circuit televisions and cameras are usually incorporated in the 
planning stages, but if a facility is older and some of those items were 
not included, they can generally be added easily enough.

Safety on the job
Some safety measures in government facilities include making sure 
walkways are clear and marked when wet, using proper techniques 
and tools like being careful when picking up boxes or using hydraulic 
tools. Hydraulic tools prevent injuries to workers plus prevent �res 
that could occur if sparks from traditional power tools ignite a natural 
gas source.

Pate said in Manassas they try to do a lot of training on safe 
work environments.

“We have a safety o�cer and a risk manager. �ey try to be proactive 
in looking at issues that will create safety concerns,” he said.

�ose concerns include making sure people working outside in 
the �eld on hot days have enough water to stay hydrated. Pate said 
Manassas is ADA compliant and is also a walkable community so it 
identi�es and eliminates any possible trip hazards.

“We work with our crews to identify any safety hazards and potential 
liabilities,” he said.

Manassas, a city of about 38,000, has its own electric utility. Pate 
said the electrical workers are very diligent about safety: “Working 
around high voltage electricity all the time, you have to be extremely 
careful or there’s a potential loss of life.”

Manassas Police Department just installed the Body One cameras 
this year, protecting o�cers inside the buildings and while out on 
patrol. �e �re department spends lots of time on safety protocols 
and conducting drills, according to Pate.

Several new government buildings across the country have 
improved �re safety measures to control smoke, heat and �ames in 
a �re event. Some of those features include ventilation that removes 
smoke, doors that will release smoke through louvers or will contain 
the �re to a certain area of the building, �re suppression valves and, 
of course, smoke alarms and typical water-based sprinkler systems. 
�ese features help keep building occupants safe while minimizing 
damage to the facility.

Emergency and automatic safety shut-o�s for water and gas are 
critical to protect facilities in case of a water leak or plumbing problem, 
�ooding for water services and in case of an earthquake or tornado 
for natural gas.

Dan Miceli is a licensed stationary engineer in Maryland who has 
worked in government facilities for over 35 years, currently at a Food 
and Drug Administration Facility. He said as a power plant engi-
neer working with steam turbines, electricity, heat, chilling and air 
conditioning units, when a lightning storm is coming, their facility 
automatically separates from the municipal power plant and goes on 

“island mode” to ensure their equipment continues to operate. If they 
have advance warning, the engineers will manually switch to “island 
mode” to be on the safe side. He said the natural gas furnaces and 
boilers also have an automatic shut o�. Miceli said he just completed 
safety training on approximately 20 di�erent topics and the training 
is conducted annually or bi-annually.

Many government facilities have metal detectors — some are only 
put in use during court proceedings.

Pate said tighter security measures have been taken at water treat-
ment plants — facilities that the Department of Homeland Security

“Our philosophy is we want a 
transparent government so the 
public feels the building is inviting, 
but we have good common sense 
practices for safety.”

ABOVE LEFT: The entranceway to Manassas City Hall is monitored 
for any possible tripping hazards. (Photo provided)

ABOVE: City hall in Manassas, Va., is going through a renovation 
to make it more accessible to the public while maintaining a safe 
working environment for employees. (Photo provided)
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Site reduction and education
During mosquito season, the CDC recom-
mends implementing all mosquito control 
strategies, including immature mosquito 
monitoring, adult mosquito monitoring, 
removal of water sources where larvae can 
grow, use of larvicides in water sources that 
cannot be dumped and insecticide resis-
tance testing.

When it comes to control, McAllister 
stressed: “Sanitation, sanitation, sanitation.” 
Ae. aegypti mosquitos prefer manmade con-
tainers for their breeding grounds, so it is 
important to clear small containers, utensils, 
recreation objects, pots and similar items of 
standing water; these spaces are preferred 
because they are without natural predators. 
Advance stormwater features like bioswales 
should not be an issue since often such fea-
tures are larger than these mosquitos prefer, 
have moving water or have natural predators 
like dragon�y larvae in them.

“During peak summer heat, it takes as little 
as �ve days for larval development,” she said, 
adding the eggs, which attach themselves to 
the sides of containers, can be viable for up to 
a month without water, hatching when water 
again returns to the container. �is makes it 
important to scrub the eggs o� containers 
after dumping.

It is vital to address junk and litter that 
might contain water not just in municipal 
maintenance yards or parks, but in residen-
tial properties and local businesses.

“Actively engage communities to perform 
source reduction,” McAllister said.

Weston, Fla., has been following that advice 
to the T, forming numerous partnerships to 
distribute information. Denise Barrett-Miller, 
director of communications for Weston, said, 

“Partnerships and having good relationships 
with community groups and organizations 
has really been essential for us. Numerous 
groups have taken the information that we 
have provided from the Florida Department 
of Health and then forwarded it on through 
their members, and those people in turn 
send information to people they know and 
so on and so forth.”

�is network of distribution includes cable 
TV and radio, plus the city’s website, Twitter, 
Youtube and newsletter. “We have also sent 
the information to our schools, (homeowners 
associations), clergy, sports leagues, YMCA, 
community groups, CERT program, COP 
program, arts council and others to educate 
them and ask that they pass information to 
those within their organizations,” she added.

Materials from the health department and 
�iers — including some in Spanish — have 
been posted at Weston’s local Publix stores 
and taken to other locations with a lot of foot 
tra�c like the library, Bonaventure Town 
Center, the YMCA and others.

“Our code enforcement o�cers also have 
door hangers and postcards to distribute and 
look for any possible large  infestation such as 
an unkept pool,” Barrett-Miller said.

The spread of information — beyond 
encouraging site reduction — also gives the 
public information to avoid mosquito bites. 

“Preventing mosquito bites is also a huge, 
huge, huge part of our messaging,” McAllister 
said of the CDC. “Because it’s not just about 
what the government can do to help people, 
but what people can do to help protect them-
selves as well.”

To reduce bites in a parks and recreation 
setting, for an example, McAllister encour-
aged municipalities to use air conditioning 
in recreation buildings, or at least make sure 
good screens are in place and doors are not 
propped open — the same advice given to 
residential homes and businesses.

When it comes to municipal workers, 
particularly those who work outdoors, the 
Occupational Safety and Health Admin-
istration and the National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health have issued 

“Interim Guidance for Protecting Workers 
from Occupational Exposure to Zika Virus.” 
�e guide provides suggestions to employers 
for reducing risk of bites and infection to

Mosquito traps — like this gravid 
trap — used to monitor for West Nile dis-
ease will be ine�ective when monitoring 
for Zika; instead, BG-Sentinel mosquito 
traps and Ovitrap cups will need to be used. 
(Photo by Sarah Wright)
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�e recipe for sustainability:  
A matter of taste not technology

M
unicipalities are the 
most visible and accessi-
ble forms of government. 
With federal and state 
policies continually 

being handed down to local governments, 
these municipalities are often awarded no 
additional resources to follow the policy 
changes. Add in the level of growing mistrust 
in the government by the population, and 
the public opinion for government waste 
can quickly manifest against local govern-
ments — even if the funds were obtained at 
little to no cost to the citizen through grant 
funding. Environmental issues are quickly 
becoming the focus of these policy changes. 
We experience, �rsthand, the e�ects of 
climate change, deforestation and unsus-
tainable water practices; all contributing 
to reduced air quality, increased �ooding, 
increased energy consumption and pollu-
tion of our waterways.

Pessimism seems the easy choice in our 
current socio-political environment; how-
ever, municipalities must look toward the 
positive by providing solutions and enact-
ing the most positive change. In addressing 
these challenges lies the great reward of 
public service: meeting the needs of our 
citizens and promoting growth from the per-
sonal level all the way to a societal level. �e 
problem is not the environment, but how 
people interact and take for granted the ben-
e�ts of a clean environment. In that essence, 
we don’t really have an environmental prob-
lem, rather a perception problem.

Without human interference, the envi-
ronment would heal itself. �us, the goal 
of environmental policy is not to “save 
the planet,” but “maintain a clean habitat.” 
Arguing against a sustainable environment 
reminds me of the Latin phrase, “De gus-
tibus non est disputandum,” meaning “of 
taste there can be no dispute.” �e issue is 
not restricted by lack in ability or technology, 
rather the �nancial restrictions set in place 
based on personal tastes. �e solution lies in 
changing our tastes from traditional to sus-
tainable. �at is where the di�culty is found.

An example I have encountered is the 
concept of a natural swimming pool. Cur-
rently a popular concept in Europe, the scale 
ranges from backyard pools to large commu-
nity swimming pools. �ese pools function 
without chemicals or high-powered pumps, 
instead utilizing nature’s �ltration system, 
wetlands. �e natural swimming pool results 
in lower operating costs. Unfortunately, the 
concept has not migrated to the US in part 
because of people’s distaste for swimming 
with natural �ora and fauna. Americans 
love nature, but require it to be separated 
from our daily lives. �is fracture between 
nature and urbanization will culminate 
to an inhabitable environment unless we 
accept these foreign tastes into our palette.

�e most recent project in Athens, Tenn., 
demonstrates this concept. �e application 
for the Tennessee Clean Energy Grant was 
submitted. �e grant was funded by �nes 
levied against the harmful impacts of energy 
production. �e grant funded the construc-
tion of a 50 kW solar array. �e array saves/

earns the city of Athens approximately 
$55,000 annually. With a 30-year warranty 
on the panels, it is conceivable they will save/
earn the city $1.5 million over their lifetime. 
�e money saved/earned by the panels has 
been earmarked for more energy e�ciency 
or pollution prevention improvements, thus 
adding additional savings/earning potential 
for the city of Athens. A current proposal 
for these earmarked funds is either instal-
lation of LED streetlights, or increasing city 
buildings’ energy e�ciency. Either would 
produce a compounding �nancial payback 
for the city.

In addition to the 50 kW solar arrays, the 
grant addressed another need for the city, 
replacing the dilapidated building at the 
recycling center. �e grant funded an earth-
sheltered building and an additional 5 kW 
solar array for the site. �e thermal proper-
ties of the earth-sheltered building insulate 
the interior by approximately +/- 15 degrees 
Fahrenheit in the winter and summer. �e 
exterior is covered with soil and plants on 
top of the recycled �berglass resin struc-
ture. �e epitome of sustainability, it will 
save/earn the city’s matched funds back in 
the �rst 5 years of the project. However, it 
has become a divisive element in the com-
munity — a�ectionately and disdainfully 
earning the name “Hobbit House.”

�e city of Athens receives multiple out 
of state visitors each month, as well as 
numerous inquiries via phone from those 
outside the U.S. with speci�c interest in the 

“Hobbit House”; yet a vocal minority has yet 
to embrace the new technology.  �e earth 

Jonathon Riggsbee | Guest columnist
Geographic Information Systems Technician,  
city of Athens, Tenn

Shawn Lindsey | Guest columnist
Public Works Director,  
city of Athens, Tenn
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